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Location - regional
Courances is located 50km south of Paris, in the Ile-de-France region, a landscape of dense to sprawled urban spaces, vast tracts of cereal-crop 
farmland, and several national forests, including the Forest of Fontainebleau.
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Location - local
The domain borders the Trois Pignons National Forest, and contains within its 2000 hectares a second château, the Château de Fleury.  Courances is 
located within the Parc Naturel Régional du Gâtinais Français, a protected natural region known for its forests, sandstone, and farmland.    
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Location - the park and château
The 75-hectare walled park of Courances lies on the western edge of the domain, where the river École runs north through the property.  The park is 
bordered by two villages, Courances to the northeast and Moigny-sur-École to the southwest.  
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The Château 
The château was initially built between 1622 and 1630, passing through several families and several periods of neglect before being purchased in the 
1870’s, in a completely abandoned state, by  Samuel de Haber, ancestor of the de Ganay family, who own Courances today. 
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The Park
Initially designed in the mid-16th century as a Renaissance water garden, the park has gone through many idealogical and stylistic changes over the 
past five centuries, and continues to change and evolve today.  
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Sprung from the Source
Courances is thought to have been given its name from the “eaux courantes” or “running waters” so significant to the site: 14 natural springs emerge 
from the ground here, feeding the canals, basins, fountains, and the water that gushes through the mouths of the iconic gueulards.
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The Public in the Park
Courances is open to the public on weekends and holidays from early April to late October.  Tourism development at Courances is continually 
responding to factors of location, transportation, visitor impact, and the roles and responsibilities of historic sites in contemporary culture.
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The Potager Renewed
The 2.8 hectare walled garden at Courances provides organic produce to Michelin-starred chefs in Paris, as well as supplementing the farm shop and 
the Jardins de Courances AMAP program, delivering weekly produce boxes to consumers in the greater Paris region.  
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Hameau de Chalmont
This 4 hectare farm is where the bulk of Jardins de Courances’ organic produce is grown.  Operating year-round, it provides vegetables for the farm 
shop, a weekly market, the Jardins de Courances AMAP program and several other produce delivery companies.
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Community and Education
The farm at Chalmont hosts work and learning days for the community and AMAP members centered around harvesting and planting techniques.  
The farm also regularly hires student interns and members of World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF).  
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Maraichage sur Sol Vivant
“Farming on Living Soils” is an initiative promoting agricultural practices that put the health and structure of soil at top priority.  Courances’ 
3-hectare experimental plot is never tilled and never left bare.  The resulting soil is rich in nutrients, fungal networks, and beneficial invertebrates.



15

La Plaine
A 500-hectare portion of the conventionally farmed land on the domain is known in conjunction as la Plaine.  As leases with two residing tenant 
farmers come to a close, la Plaine will be steadily phased over to organic and sustainable farming and land management practices.  
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Livestock as Land Management Tool
Courances has been experimenting with ways to incorporate livestock into their agricultural program, and is now in its second year partnering with 
a local itinerant sheep herding operation.  The shepherds seasonally graze their flock on la Plaine and other open spaces in the village.
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La Boutique de Jardins de Courances
The farm shop acts as mediator between château and village, with a front door opening into town and a back door opening into the park.  The shop 
offers farm produce and transformed products, and is continually developing new ways to connect communities with food.  
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Tree and Field
Courances boasts the largest agroforestry initiative north of the Loire Valley,  with over 2000 new trees planted in strategic patterns, from allees 
crossing and running alongside fields and roads, to large rows planted tractor-width apart to allow for arable farming in between.



20

Hedgerows and Habitat Networks
The fields of la Plaine are bordered and bisected by covers, allees and hedgerows planted with a diverse variety of shrubs, trees, flowering perennials 
and grasses.  As critical and strategic wild game habitat, the family tradition of hunting has insured the survival of these rich habitat networks.
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At Forest Edge
The boundaries between forest and farmland are gradual, transitional spaces of perennial grasses, brush, hedges and bosquets.  These are spaces rich 
in biodiversity and activity, where farmer meets pheasant, hiker meets mushroom, bumble bee meets boar, and hunters meet for the hunt. 



22

Into the Wood
The Bois de Turelles is the large forest at the center of the domain.  Today it is maintained for the hunting of deer, boar, and pheasant, as well as an 
active forestry practice.  Patterns of plant growth, ruined walls and foundations, and path networks lay testament to hundreds of years of past use.
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Weed, Rake, Prune, Plant
Maintaining the park is a full-time job for the château’s landscaping and maintenance crew.  They see to every aspect of the park, through all seasons, 
to insure the health and longevity of the trees, hedges, lawns, and water features without the use of chemicals, herbicides, or insecticides.  
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500 Years of Management
The park is a fascinating case-study in the evolution of the relationship between maintenance and design, as five centuries of taste, style, technologies 
and management principles confront and shape one another.  
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500 Years of Hydraulics
Maintaining the park’s 17 water features, and the portion of the Ecole River into which they drain, requires a sensitive balance between the upkeep 
of a 16th century water conveyance system with the needs and technologies of contemporary systems, and their related ecological implications.  
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Spaces in Transition
A view through the understory of a newly-planted bosquet.  As a living, ever-evolving landscape, the park has several areas of young, recently 
planted sites that serve as grounds of experimentation for novel species and planting strategies.
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Behind the Scenes
Working in the park and gardens means gaining an intimate knowledge of the grounds, from the types of plants and methods of maintenance, to the 
layout and function of spaces rarely seen by visitors.  
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Château Adjacent 
Courances offers five apartments to students of INSEAD in nearby Fontainebleau, a world-renowned business school.  The apartments are located in 
a renovated 17th century outbuilding of the château, sharing a courtyard with the old horse stables, grainery, and maintenance buildings.  
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All the Amenities
The apartments were renovated and rented out to students beginning in 2014.  Each apartment is spacious and bright, with full kitchens, full baths, 
and all the comforts of contemporary living, including washers and dryers, gym, wifi and a group common space.
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All the Necessities
With produce from the farm, wild game from the fields and forest, a bakery just steps from the château , and shops and markets in nearby Milly-la-
Forêt, students will have sufficient access to all that they might need.  
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A Backyard that Beckons 
Living within the walls of Courances affords students the chance to walk through the park whenever the mood strikes, experiencing the varying 
effects of time of day, weather, season, and changes in activity - subtle and not so subtle changes rarely glimpsed by visitors.  
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It is within this dynamic and evolving system of land management practices, programming, and development 
that the Château de Courances and the Harvard Graduate School of Design offer the GSD-Couarances Design 
Residency to current GSD students, with preference given to candidates for the Master in Landscape Architecture 
degree .  The residency consists of a  6-week program in three parts, and emphasizes hands-on experience: 

Part 1: Working with the organic farmers in any or all aspects of their work, from planting and harvesting to market 
sales and the experimental ‘Living Soils’ practice.  

Part 2: Working in the historic park with the landscaping crew, gaining first-hand experience with the management 
practices and upkeep of the park, as well as an intimate understanding of its water systems, planting strategies, and 
historic and contemporary design elements.

Part 3: Pursuing a personal analysis/design research project.  This personal project can be in relation to a project 
already happening at Courances, or a project entirely of the student’s creation.  The purpose of the project is to allow 
students the opportunity to learn, study, analyze, and explore in a context with real, on-site references and experience. 

Possible areas of interest for students to consider include, but are in no way limited to:

     • Livestock grazing as landscape and agricultural management tool 
     • Food systems and product transformation of organic produce 
     • Wildlife and pollinator habitat management
     • Implications of tourism on historic properties
     • Infrastructures of landscape tourism, ecotourism, and food tourism
     • Relationship to the Parc Naturel Régional du Gâtinais Français
     • Relationship to the larger reagion and Paris
     • Contemporary regional water systems in a Renaissance water garden
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Students will also have opportunities to visit and study many significant landscapes nearby.  Courances proposes to 
host lunches and dinners to which designers, academics, farmers, and other people of note with unique ties to the 
landscape will be invited in an informal context to meet and discuss their work and projects with the students.

As the residency is funded by the Penny White Project Fund, the awardees will be asked to prepare and submit two 
copies of a final report of their projects and research in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Penny White  
Project Fund, which can be found here: 

https://pennywhite.gsd.harvard.edu/gsd-courances-residency-program/

One copy of the report will be for the GSD, and one will be kept at Courances.  Students may also be invited to give a 
talk at the GSD in the 2019-20 academic year. 

It is our hope that the residency will inspire new modes of thought, discourse and engagement around such topics as 
sustainable land management, agriculture and food systems, urban-rural dynamics, stories of place, and the role of 
historic sites in contemporary society.

We look forward to reviewing  your applications!
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Contacts:

Alaina Fernandes
Executive Coordinator, Landscape Architecture
afernandes@gsd.harvard.edu.
617-496-8170

Sophia Geller
MLA Class of 2017, PWP Traveling Fellow 2017
sgbgeller@gmail.com
617-721-8984


