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1. INTRODUCTION 

Human has been evolving into an urban species in the 21st century. Mass urbanizations are 

taking places all over the world, large amount of people move from villages to cities, and those 

cities keep expanding the territories with high speed, especially in the developing countries. 

However, more and more people realize that the concept of 20th century city, which mainly 

focus on the consumption (and also wasting), is not sustainable. As a result, productive 

landscapes thought as alternative meanings come into sight, among which urban agriculture 

not only has a profound human culture connection, but provides many practical examples 

around the world for us to study.  

When we firstly refer to theoretical precedents in this topic, we find Ebenezer Howard’s 

Garden City of To-morrow, Le Corbusier’s The City of Tomorrow, and Frank Lloyd Wright’s 

idea of Broadacre City are regarded as attempts to conceptualize the relationship between 

urban life and agriculture. Nevertheless, we find there is a slight difference between Howard 

and Wright’s and Corbusier’s view toward urban agriculture that neglected by most studies. In 

Garden City of Tomorrow, the idea of “city” is driven by the idea of “garden”, the 80% area of 

city which devotes to food production not only forms the structure of city, but also becomes a 

spirit symbol of city (Howard, 1946). In The Disappearing City, Wrights shows a similar idea 

by saying “architecture as acreage seen together as landscape”, articulating the generative 

potential of productive landscape (Wright, 1932). On the contrast, in Le Corbusier’s urban 

model for tomorrow city, although describing a visually similar scenery, makes productive 

landscape as a subscribe component and left-over space for his architectural idea. Compared to 

Le Corbusier’s somewhat picturesque and quasi-ecological idea toward urban agriculture, we 

are more interested in an essential and generative urban agriculture which has the real 

potential to form, shift and shape our cities. With this interest, we begin to find and study 



examples in the practice domain and get two categories. On the one hand, there are large 

amount of ancient precedents which are still playing important roles today, for example, 

Chinese market gardening, Istanbul’s bostans, and Botswana’s urban agriculture fields. On the 

other hand, there are also many contemporary attempts trying to integrate agriculture into 

urban environment, such as Michael Sorkin’s plan for Manhattan (Sorkin, 2009). However, 

comparing to contemporary adaptive approaches, those old urban agriculture models are more 

suitable for study in terms of the generative idea. Their concrete and profound nature already 

has ability to establish ecological, social and cultural networks which have potential to generate 

real urban communities. Moreover, through the interplay with cities in the dynamic 

contemporary context, those ancestors have opportunities to develop new models to adapt, to 

challenge and to change both our urban concept and environment.  

Through this lens, Istanbul’s bostans are to be investigated. We will choose old bostan 

fields in the Asian side facing the Bosphorus channel , and aside the ancient Theodosian city 

wall as the sites (Figure 1, 2) and investigate how bostan, an ancient urban agricultural form 

since Byzantine period in Istanbul, generates urban community and environment in the current 

Istanbul’s rapid and turbulent urban development, how people live, work, play and learn with 

it, how it impacts to the various layers of this city, and further how it contributes to an idea 

that goes beyond the agricultural production to agriculture urbanism. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. Previous work about urban agriculture 

Urban agriculture has become a research topic with much attention since 1980s (Kaldjian 

2005). Such researches range from the 1958 study by James Blaut on market gardening in 

Singapore in Asia, to later studies in East Africa (Donald Freeman 1991), and in South  



  

Figure 1 Theodosian Wall 
Bostan,   source: google 
earth 

 

Figure 3 Urban context for 
bostan: European side, Asian 
side, Golden Horn, 
Bosphorus Channel,  self 
drawing 

Figure 2 Kuzguncuk Bostan,  
source: google earth 



American countries including Cuba (Adriana Premat 2005) and Argentina (Eduardo 

Spiaggi 2005). Specific topics in this area include: policy formulation & land use planning , food 

safety and nutrition for city poor, using waste resources as means for sustainable development, 

local economic development, gender issue, etc.  

Recently an interesting view point is building community through urban agriculture 

network (Kaldjian 2000, Howe 2002, Henderson and En 2007). City garden is considered as a 

“resource to build community, foster social and environmental justice, eliminate hunger, 

empower communities, break down racial and ethnic barriers, provide adequate health and 

nutrition, reduce crime, improve housing, promote and enhance education, and otherwise create 

sustainable communities.”(ASLA, 2006). Based on previous research on the basic condition and 

historical knowledge of the Turkish farm garden (Kaldjian 2004), we think our study of urban 

agriculture in Istanbul should combine current urbanization of Istanbul, and focus more on the 

spatial relationship through an urbanistic perspective. 

2.2. Historical and geographical context in the city of Istanbul for bostan 

Metropolitan Istanbul is divided from north to south by the Bosporus which is recognized 

as geographical divide between Europe and Asia. The city is further sectioned by the Golden 

Horn, on west side of which Old Istanbul lies (Figure 3). A 7-km land wall, built in the fifth 

century and maintained for more than1000 years until now, runs from the Golden Horn to the 

Sea of Marmara.  

The population of the metropolis more than tripled during the 25 years between 1980 and 

2005. Specially, the fast urbanization depends largely on the informal networks where publicly 

provided infrastructure is inadequate (Keyder 1999), such as informal housing “gecekondu” and 

transportation “dolmus” systems which are integral parts of the city’s fabric. It is a wild city 



with various layers for urban agriculture to play with in nowadays tremendous 

transformations. 

Turkish traditional market garden, known as bostan, is a specific form of urban agriculture 

in Istanbul for long history. From Byzantine period to the twentieth century, bostans satisfied 

the need for food in Istanbul (Kaldjian 2004). A typical bostan produces 15-20 types of 

vegetables in a year, capable to feed several hundreds of people. Some also have fruit trees, 

chickens and cows for agriculture sideline products.  

Around 1900, more than 1,200 vegetable (12 square kilometers) gardens were reported in a 

larger area on both sides of Bosporus with 102 reported within the old city. In the 1950s map, 

within the city wall, 44 discrete areas of bostans were found, each of which could be large 

enough to be divided into 10-20 individual gardens (Figure 4). No dramatic change was found 

from the end of the Ottoman Empire to 1970s. In 1980s, bostans became seriously endangered 

and were pushed to the periphery of the city due to the massive population growth, political 

corruption and housing development (Keydar 1999) (Figure 5). However, gardeners believe 

there are still about 1,000 bostons with traditional style, in metropolitan Istanbul (Kaldjian 

2000).  

2.3. Argument for hypotheses 

As hypothesis, we argue that urban agriculture exist as a way for urbanization, which 

works in the center of the layering of numbers of networks. The arguments should followed 

like this: Firstly, Bostans as an urban agriculture can foster dense urban settlements and also 

urban activities by providing resources for living, working, playing and learning. Secondly, 

bostans also play an important part in Istanbul’s green system, connection, historic 

conservation, tourism, domestic markets and economy. Thirdly, compared to a previous bostan  



site in the central part of the city which now becomes construction field and parking area due to 

Istanbul’s development, urban agriculture challenge Istanbul’s undergoing urbanization, forces 

us to retrospect our traditional urbanization model. As a result, we should look into both 

potential and challenge of this kind of agriculture urbanism in order to preserve and develop it. 

 

3. TWO CASE STUDIES OF BOSTAN IN ISTANBUL 

Among the gardens which can still be found today, we select two bostans which are still 

kept and running with the function of urban agriculture in the city of Istanbul as cases to study 

the Bostan as a generator for urbanization  

The first bostan is in the Kuzguncuk neighborhood in the Asian side of Istanbul. It is the 

typical story of current Istanbul urban agriculture land facing the commercial development as 

gentrification. This case will show how bostan works to keep the social identity for place and 

promote the equality in the urbanization process (figure 6, 7). 

The second bostan is along the Theodosian old city wall in the European side of the city. Its 

existence shows the result of the industry development in the city center, and the influence on 

the ecological condition after its leave in 90s. We can see though this case that beyond the 

method of imprzoving land’s ecological condition, bostan also support the urbanization 

especially for lower-income local people who moves from rural area to the city (figure 8, 9). 

3.1. Basic condition and urban / historical context of two cases 

Both of the bostans are in the center city area of Istanbul, within the four main districts: 

Theodosian wall Bostan on the boundary of District Fatih, and Kuzguncuk Bostan in District 

Uskudar (figure 10). Istanbul has old center of the historical attractions – Ayasofya Cami area, 



  

Figure 4   Distribution of Bostans in the city of Istanbul in 1800 and 1920, source: 
http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?t=295886&page=26 

Figure 5 Disappearing Bostans in Istanbul Inner City, self drawing 

Figure 6 Kuzguncuk Bostan, source: google map 

Figure 8 Theodosian wall Bostan, source: google map

Figure 7 Kuzguncuk Bostan, self drawing 

Figure 9 Theodosian wall Bostan, self drawing 



as well as the modern center – Taksim square in the European side. The two Bostans are both 

not far from the two centers, ranging from 3800 meters to 6500 meters (figure 11). In this 

sense we can see that the two Bostans are truly urban. 

Rather than the contemporary map, from the city’s expansion through long history, we can 

see how the two sites locate in the urbanization process geographically (figure 12). Generally, 

Theodosian wall Bostan’s site existed since the Theodosian wall was constructed more than 

1000 years ago. The site for Kuzguncuk appears later, but soon after Byzantine era’s city 

construction. However the emergence of the lands as urban agriculture is way far later, which 

is much related to the modern urbanization of the city. 

Geographically, two Bostan sit on slope lands, perpendicularly to the water. Theodosian 

wall Bostan goes perpendicularly deeper into the land, and Kuzguncuk Bostan is right at the 

front part of the land to the water (figure 13).  When we see the two sites in the map of civic 

infrastructure such as subway, road and highway, we can see that they don’t intervene much 

with the dense city transportation, which means they are still like a void in the city movement 

(figure 14, 15).  In terms of the city’s fabric, the lands are less dense than the surrounding 

settlements, close to either historical landmark or large area of parks (figure 16). 

3.2. Kuzguncuk Bostan 

Located in the Asian side of Istanbul, the Kuzguncuk bostan has gradually been surrounded 

by high-end community. As the globalization and commercialization of Istanbul’s architecture 

market, Kuzguncuk Bostan is now facing the risk of being demolished and changed into the site 

for new commercial development (figure 17). Since the bostan has the important function to 

keep the social relationship and identity for the people, there is a strong protest led by a local 









architect and supported by people from the neighborhood. However, the fate of Kuzguncuk 

Bostan is still not clear. 

3.2.1. Brief introduction of Kuzguncuk neighborhood 

Kuzguncuk neighborhood is in the Uskudar district on the Asian Side of the Bosphorus. For 

the local contour condition, it is centered on a valley facing the water, and somehow isolated 

from the adjacent neighborhoods. It is surrounded by large pieces of nature preserves, 

cemeteries. Actually this neighborhood is most famous for its multiple cultures in the history. 

The Armenian Church, Greek Orthodox Church, and the mosque all together can be strong 

evidence of that (Mills 2010)  (figure 18).  

Originally, the work kuzguncuk means “little raven” or “barred window of a prison door” in 

Turkish language. Jews expelled from Spain and Portugal, and settled down in the Ottoman 

Empire territory in the late 15th century. With a lot of freedom as voluntary immigrants, many 

of them left the traditional Jewish quarters of Istanbul such as Balat for smaller villages along 

the Bosphorus such as Kuaguncuk (Mills 2010)  . The earliest evidence of Jewish residence 

could be dated back to 1562 according to the tomb found in this area. Armenians in Kuzguncuk 

grew to a sizable group by the 19th century, and the first church was built in 1835. Jews’ 

population decreased after Israel was established and there was a riot in1955 resulting in the 

emigration of many minority members including Kuzguncuk’s Greeks and Armenians. The 

minority group changes among which most came from the Black Sea area. By the end of the 

20th century, 15% of neighborhood residents were from Inebolu, 15% from Rize, 10% from 

Trabzon, 10% from Tokat, 10% from Kars, and 10% from Sivas (Mills 2010). 

3.2.2. The role of Bostan in the multi-ethnic culture of Kuzguncuk  



Kuzguncuk is also well known of its small-scale neighborhood landscape, the Bostan, 

especially its close relationship to the residents (figure 19). There is a large piece of land 

currently working as a nursery garden for flowers and plants. The local food market is also on 

site. Historically, the market garden was owned for generations by a Greek Family (Mills 

2010). It is said that the owner and the gardener is a person called Ilya. Some residents who 

live on the street now still remember buying fruits from the Greek Family when they were 

small children. The garden supports the immigrated minority to keep surviving in the city of 

Istanbul. Since 2001, the land property changed, from being rented on a decade-long lease to an 

ambiguous status. A rich man, Memet Haberal owns the land politically. He proposed several 

times to build a hospital and a school to replace the empty land (Ergun, 2004).   

3.2.3. Gentrification in Istanbul challenging the bostans 

The gentrification in Istanbul starts not from the city center, but right along Bosphorus. 

Kuzguncuk is one of the earliest two. As mentioned previously, the minority people declined 

heavily and the neighborhood became a bright with all the simply constructed houses by the 

different culture groups. A famous Turlish architect Cengiz Bektas, started the new planning 

and renovation of some old houses. About 100 houses were restored with the neighborhood 

participation (figure 20). By 1980s, Kuzguncuk neighborhood has become new attraction for 

poets, artists, architects (Ergun, 2004). In this gentrification process, the land price has grown 

6 times from 1998 to 2002. 

3.2.4. Analysis of Kuzguncuk Bostan 

From the mapping of the current condition of Kuzguncuk Bostam, we can see that within a 

Greek community, there are also other culture groups. The bostan, other than a productive 

garden, also works as the link for the two bigger parks on its both sides. The food and plants 

grown in the bostan, creates a network with citizens’ life (figure 21, 22). 









3.2.5. The voice from the local 

Such proposal stimulated the neighborhood to fight for their historical identity. A Local 

architect, Mert Eyiler, as well as an organized organization protested strongly in order to 

protect the market garden from being demolished. They worry about the neighborhood 

identity as well as the nice open space will be lost with the demolition. They hired a lawyer and 

sued the developer. In the end, they fail to gain the land from the rich man, but the owner of the 

land got changed to someone who promised to use the land for “green” purposes (Ergun, 2004). 

Indeed, the challenge on the Bostan in Kuzguncuk does illustrate the most common 

problem in Istanbul’s urbanization, which also happens in a lot of developing countries, the 

heritage threatened by the urban growth. 

3.2.6. Site visit 

The current use of the land still remains for plants nursery though the condition is not very 

well preserved. All over the neighborhood, posters are still visible from the organization and 

the local residents as a protest against the building construction on the site. The neighborhood 

is very peaceful, people are chatting on the street. As we were taking photos, a resident from a 

window on the second floor even talked to us though the window while she was cooking. There 

are cafes, bakery, and restaurants nearby, children playing on the street. Most interestingly, on 

the day we were visiting, there happen to be their market day (see photos in the diagram file).  

 

3.3. Theodosian Wall Bostan 

Another interesting bostan is along the old city wall of Istanbul, using the space outside, 

inside or within the layers of the walls which protect the old city from outsiders. Historically, 

the wall has been on site for thousand years. In the post-industrialization period, the 



government allowed some farmers from other parts of Istanbul and Turkey to move here and 

doing farming. Till now, the bostans are still kept very well and connect with a lot of big 

bazaars in the city providing food for people. 

3.3.1. Brief introduction of the Theodosian Wall in Istanbul  

The Theodosian wall was dating from the twelfth century. The wall itself was built in 400s, 

still retaining its visual strength, providing a powerful backdrop for urban farming. There are 

three layers of the structure in the section of the wall, and spaces in between the walls are also 

used as the land for bostan. On one side of the field is the old city which is now being 

transformed into a modern metropolitan center, on the other side of the field is the aggregation 

of different dense urban settlements (figure 23, 24, 25, 26). 

3.3.2. Bostans along the Theodosian city wall 

The original bostan near Yedikule, the seven towers fort area at the south end of the 

Thedosian wall, is the earliest garden in this serious of bostans. Since the late 1990s, a number 

of gardens along and outside the wall expanded northward from Yedikule toward the Topkapi 

Gate, forming a special linear farm land along the wall. The reason of the emergence of the 

bostans in this area is closely related to the urbanization of Istanbul. After years of 

industrialization in Istanbul, the government decides to move the factories which were 

originally located in this area out of the city center. But the land was somehow polluted. 

Government then thought of the method of developing farmland here as a way of both 

providing some opportunities for farmer immigrants and improving the ecological condition of 

the soil.  







During our site visit to the city wall area, we find the bostans are gathering in the southern 

part of the north-south wall. And the owners are several families who moved from other parts 

of turkey, such as Cide on the front of the Black Sea. They have moved here for almost twenty 

years so far, and established a very booming farm land as well as the strong connection with 

local neighborhood and citywide bazaars. 

Most of the people who work on the farm are man. They are father and sons, or brothers. 

They grow different kinds of plants in different seasons around the year. February and March 

are the months when they don’t work. But the other time during the year, the bostans are very 

productive. On the day we visited, we met several old ladies who bought vegetables directly 

from the garden. Since the bostan area is also adjacent to the street, some farmers will hold a 

small area for selling fresh vegetables on site, too (figure 27, 28, 29). 

3.3.3. The network of Theodosian Bostan and the city 

What is the most important thing for the existence of bostans in Istanbul is that it tries to 

establish a network through the selling and buying activity of the farm products in the city 

wide. In Turkey, vegetables are mostly sold in the bazaars, rather than super markets. (There 

are also some supermarkets, but bazaar is a traditional way.) We interviewed the farmers on the 

bostans along the city wall and tried to find out to which markets they often send their 

products. Through the mapping of that, we can how the network spreads in the city (figure 30, 

31). 

 

   



4. SUMMARY  

1) Kuzguncuk Bostan: urban agriculture has the function of keeping a live neighborhood for 

minorities when they come to the city in the urbanization process. The land provides a way for 

their survival. Also the identity of the neighborhood is tightly connected with the urban 

landscape and its production. 

2) Theodosian wall Bostan: urban agriculture has the function of turning wasted urban land 

into productive site for food, providing affordable food for the people who move to the 

neighborhood in the urbanization process. Also the urban agriculture help improve the polluted 

land after the industry in the city.  

Urban agriculture has so many meanings in terms of the urbanization of Istanbul. Similarly 

with some other cities in the developing counties, these valuable parcels are disappearing 

because of commercial developments. It is not only a green park for city’s ecological system, 

but also supports the urbanization of such cities when more and more people are moving to the 

city center. Bostans provides both job opportunities as well as affordable food. In this sense, as 

what the local community does, we should pay more attention and do more research on it and 

protect it from the commercial activity. 

  



LITERATURE CITED 

Blaut, J., Chinese Market Gardening in Singapore: A Study in Functional Microgeography. Ph.D. Diss., 
Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1958 

Cheema, G.S.,J.Smit, A. Ratta, and J.Nasr., Urban Agriculture: Food, Jobs and Sustainable Cities, New 
York: United Nation Development Programme, 1996 

Cagdas, Kaya, Urban Argriculture in Istanbul, Turkey, Urban agriculture Magazine, June 2005 

Food and Agriculture Organization, http://www.fao.org/ 

Freeman, D.B., A City of Farmers: Informal Urban Agriculture in the Open Space of Nairobi, Kenya, 
Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1991 

Henderson, Elizabeth and En, Robyn Van, Sharing the Harvest: A Citizen’s Guide to Community 
Supported Agriculture, Chelsea Green Publishing, November 2007 

Howard, Ebenezer, Garden Cities of To-morrow, London: Faber & Faber, 1946(reprint), 50-57, 
138-147 

Howe, Joe, Planning for Urban Food: the Experience of Two U.K. Cities, Planning, Practice and Re-
search, 17(2), 2002, pp125-144.  

Kocu, R.E., Bostan, Istanbul Ansiklopedisi (Encyclopedia of Istanbul), 6:2971-2973, 1963 

Kaldjian,P.J, Istanbul’s Bostans: A Millennium of Market Gardens, Geographical Review 94(3), 
2004, pp284-304 

Keyder, Ça lar, 　 Istanbul: between the global and the Local, Lanham, Md. : Rowman & Littlefield, 
1999 

Mills, Amy, Streets of Memory: Landscape, Tolerance, and National Identity in Istanbul  



Mills, Amy, Boundaries of the nation in the space of the urban: landscape and social memory in Istanbul. 
Cultural Geographies. 13. 367-394. 

Mougeot, Luc J. A. , Agropolis: the social, political, and environmental dimensions of urban 
agriculture, Earthscan Publications Ltd. September 2005 

Nugent, R, Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture, Household Food Security and Nutrition, 
Discussion paper for the FAO-ETC/RUAF electronis conference on Urban and Peri-urban 
Agriculture on the Policy Agenda, http://www.fao.org/urbanag/Paperi-e.htm 

Rôzen Mînnā, History of the Jewish community in Istanbul: the formative years, 1453-1566 

Smit, Ratta & Nasr, Urban Agriculture: Food, Jobs & Sustainable Cities, UNDP, Habitat II, 
Volume One, 1996 

Sorkin, Michael, Twenty Minutes in Mahattan, New York, Reaktion Books, 2009 

Urban Agriculture Magazine, http://www.ruaf.org/ 

Viljoen, A.; K. Bohn; J. Howe, Continuous Productive Urban Landscapes: Designing urban 
Agriculture for Sustainable Cities, Architectural Press, 2004 

Wright, Frank Lloyd, The Disappearing City, New York, W. F. Payson, 1932 

 



Bostans: Agricultural Generators for Istanbul’s Urbanization

Penny White Award Proposal,     May, 2010
Yao Dong MAUD
Di Xia M.Arch II



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk Bostan



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanTwo case studies of Bostan in IstanbulTwo case studies of Bostan in Istanbul

200 
meters 150

meters
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Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanTwo case studies of Bostan in Istanbul

Both of the bostans are in the center city area of Istanbul, within the four main districts: 
City wall Bostan on the boundary of District Fatih, and Kuzguncuk Bostan in District Usku-
dar.

Urban agriculture location



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanTwo case studies of Bostan in Istanbul

from the city’s expansion through long history, we can see how the two sites locate in the 
urbanization process geographically. Generally, City wall Bostan’s site existed since the city 
wall was constructed more than 1000 years ago. The site for Kuzguncuk appears later, but 

soon after Byzantine era’s city construction. However the emergence of the lands as urban 
agriculture are way far later, which is very related to the modern urbanization of the city.

Urban agriculture location



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk Bostan

In terms of the city’s fabric, the lands are less dense than the surrounding settlements, close 
to either historical landmark or large area of parks.

Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul
Two bostans in the city fabric



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanTwo case studies of Bostan in Istanbul

Geographically, two Bostan sit on slope lands, perpendicularly to the water. City wall 
Bostan goes perpendicularly deeper into the land, and Kuzguncuk Bostan is right at the 
front part of the land to the water.  

Two bostans with city’s contour condition



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk Bostan

When we see the two sites in the map of civic infrastructure such as subway, road and 
highway, we can see that they don’t intervene much with the dense city transportation, 
which means they are still like a void in the city movement. 

Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul
Two bostans with city’s main roads system



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk Bostan

When we see the two sites in the map of civic infrastructure such as subway, road and 
highway, we can see that they don’t intervene much with the dense city transportation, 
which means they are still like a void in the city movement. 

Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul
Two bostans with city’s tram system
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Kuzguncuk Bostan



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanKuzguncuk Bostan

Kuzguncuk neighborhood is in the Uskudar district on the Asian Side of the Bosphorus. 
For the local contour condition, it is centered on a valley facing the water, and somehow 
isolated from the adjacent neighborhoods. It is surrounded by large pieces of nature pre-
serves, cemeteries. 

Actually this neighborhood is most famous for its multiple cultures in the history. The Ar-
menian Church, Greek Orthodox Church, and the mosque all together can be strong evi-
dence of that.

Kuzguncuk neighborhood



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanKuzguncuk Bostan

Kuzguncuk is also well known of its small-scale neighborhood landscape, the Bostan, espe-
cially its close relationship to the residents. There is a large piece of land currently working 
as a nursery garden for flowers and plants. The local food market is also on site. Historical-
ly, the market garden was owned for generations by a Greek Family. It is said that the own-
er and the gardener is a person called Ilya. Some residents who live on the street now still 

remember buying fruits from the Greek Family when they were small children. The garden 
supports the immigrated minority to keep surviving in the city of Istanbul. Since 2001, the 
land property changed, from being rented on a decade-long lease to an ambiguous status. 
A rich man, Memet Haberal owns the land politically. He proposed several times to build a 
hospital and a school to replace the empty land.

Commercial development threathening the bostan



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanKuzguncuk Bostan

The gentrification in Istanbul starts not from the city center, but right along Bosphorus. 
Kuzguncuk is one of the earliest two. As mentioned previously, the minority people de-
clined heavily and the neighborhood became a bright with all the simply constructed hous-
es by the different culture groups. A famous Turlish architect Cengiz Bektas, started the 

new planning and renovation of some old houses. About 100 houses were restored with the 
neighborhood participation. By 1980s, Kuzguncuk neighborhood has become new attrac-
tion for poets, artists, architects. In this gentrification process, the land price has grown 6 
times from 1998 to 2002.

Gentrification in Istanbul challenging the bostans

Cengiz BektasBefore

After



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk BostanKuzguncuk Bostan

High-end housing along the water, just cross the street from 
Boston

Protest post hanged over the street to support the bostan 
protection

The dynamic neighborhood

Bakery in the neighborhood

The dynamic neighborhood

Children playing on the street

Site visit
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Street next to the bostan

Renovated buidlings

Bakery in the neighborhood

Bucher

Corner of Kuzguncuk Bostan

Site visit
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Bostan fence

Corner of Bostan
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Buildins next the bostan
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Kuzguncuk Bostan
Bostan
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Vedio of the neighborhood and Kuzguncuk Bostan
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Such proposal stimulated the neighborhood to fight for their historical identity. A Local ar-
chitect, Mert Eyiler, as well as an organized organization protested strongly in order to pro-
tect the market garden from being demolished. They worry about the neighborhood iden-
tity as well as the nice open space will be lost with the demolition. They hired a lawyer and 

sued the developer. In the end, they fail to gain the land from the rich man, but the owner 
of the land got changed to someone who promised to use the land for “green” purposes.

The voice from the local
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“The land in question is publicly owned, or at least controlled by the National Real Es-
tate board, and for many years it had a “bostan” or market garden, owned by an İstanbul 
Greek family. About 20 years ago local residents came together to stop it being turned into 
a hospital for the foundation led by the now infamous Mehmet Haberal, a suspect in the 

Ergenekon trial. It is currently a garden center and the “lungs” of the protected district of 
Kuzguncuk. However, the board has realized they can get a bigger rent from the property 
if they change the zoning laws and build something horrendous on the site. So again the 
residents are up in arms.”

The voice from the local
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Theodosian Wall Bostan
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The Theodosian wall was dating from the twelfth century. The wall itself was built in 400s, 
still retaining its visual strength, providing a powerful backdrop for urban farming. There 
are three layers of the structure in the section of the wall, and spaces in between the walls 
are also used as the land for bostan. On one side of the field is the old city which is now 

being transformed into a modern metropolitan center, on the other side of the field is the 
aggregation of different dense urban settlements.

Theodosian old city wall
Theodosian Wall Bostan
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Protest post hanged over the street to support the bostan 
protection
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The original bostan near Yedikule, the seven towers fort area at the south end of the Thedo-
sian wall, is the earliest garden in this serious of bostans. Since the late 1990s, a number of 
gardens along and outside the wall expanded north¬ward from Yedikule toward the Top-
kapi Gate, forming a special linear farm land along the wall. The reason of the emergence 

of the bostans in this area is closely related to the urbanization of Istanbul. After years of 
industrialization in Istanbul, the government decides to move the factories which were 
originally located in this area out of the city center. But the land was somehow polluted. 
Government then thought of the method of developing farmland here as a way of both pro-
viding some opportunities for farmer immigrants and improving the ecological condition 
of the soil. 

Bostans along the Theodosian city wall
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During our site visit to the city wall area, we find the bostans are gathering in the south-
ern part of the nor-south wall. And the owners are several families who moved from other 
parts of turkey, such as Cide on the front of the Black Sea. They have moved here for almost 
twenty years so far, and established a very booming farm land as well as the strong connec-
tion with local neighborhood and citywide bazaars.

Bostans along the Theodosian city wall
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Most of the people who work on the farm are man. They are father and sons, or broth-
ers. They grow different kinds of plants in different seasons around the year. February 
and March are the months when they don’t work. But the other time during the year, the 
bostans are very productive. On the day we visited, we met several old ladies who bought 

vegetables directly from the garden. Since the bostan area is also adjacent to the street, 
some farmers will hold a small area for selling fresh vegetables on site, too.

Bostans along the Theodosian city wall



Two case studies of Bostan in Istanbul Theodosian Wall BostanKuzguncuk Bostan Theodosian Wall Bostan

As hypothesis, we argue that urban agriculture exist as a way for urbanization, which 
works in the center of the layering of numbers of networks. The arguments should fol-
lowed like this: Firstly, Bostans as an urban agriculture can foster dense urban settlements 
and also urban activities by providing resources for living, working, playing and learning. 
Secondly, bostans also play an important part in Istanbul’s green system, connection, his-

toric conservation, tourism, domestic markets and economy. Thirdly, compared to a pre-
vious bostan site in the central part of the city which now becomes construction field and 
parking area due to Istanbul’s development, urban agriculture challenge Istanbul’s under-
going urbanization, forces us to retrospect our traditional urbanization model. As a result, 
we should look into both potential and challenge of this kind of agriculture urbanism in 
order to preserve and develop it.

Bostans and urbanization
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What is the most important thing for the existence of bostans in Istanbul is that it tries to 
establish a network through the selling and buying activity of the farm products in the 
city wide. In Turkey, vegetables are mostly sold in the bazaars, rather than super markets. 

(There are also some supermarkets, but bazaar is a traditional way.) We interviewed the 
farmers on the bostans along the city wall and tried to find out to which markets they often 
send their products. Through the mapping of that, we can how the network spreads in the 
city.

The network of Theodosian Bostan and the city
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Summary

1) Kuzguncuk Bostan: urban agriculture has the func-
tion of keeping a live neighborhood for minorities 
when they come to the city in the urbanization process. 
The land provides a way for their survival. Also the 
identity of the neighborhood is tightly connected with 
the urban landscape and its production.

2) Theodosian wall Bostan: urban agriculture has the 
function of turning wasted urban land into productive 
site for food, providing affordable food for the people 
who move to the neighborhood in the urbanization 
process. Also the urban agriculture help improve the 
polluted land after the industry in the city. 
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